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Dear Mr Gorbatenko,

On behalf of the Director-General, | wish to thank you for your letter of 7 March last
concerning the World Heritage property ‘Historic Centre of Saint Petersburg and
Related Groups of Monuments’. Please rest assured that the UNESCO World
Heritage Centre has taken due note of your concerns related to the planned large-scale
architectural projects of Gazprom within the World Heritage property and in its vicinity.

As you may know, under the 1972 Convention concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage, the primary responsibility for ensuring the identification,
protection, conservation, presentation and transmission to future generations of the
cultural and natural heritage situated in the territory of a State Party belongs to that State.

In this regard, please note that in accordance with paragraph 174 of the Operational
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, the information you
provided has been forwarded to the relevant authorities of the Russian Federation,
anonymising its source, as per established practice, and their comments were sought.

| appreciate your commitment and effort towards the conservation of the World Heritage
property ‘Historic Centre of Saint Petersburg and Related Groups of Monuments’ and
wish to thank you for your interest in the implementation of the World Heritage
Convention.

Yours sincerely,

Ernesto Ottone R.

cc: ICOMOS International
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