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Historic Centre of Saint Petersburg (540-001) ςMain City Space

The principal value of the city is its horizontal skyline



"Lakhta/ŜƴǘǊŜάΦ {ƪȅǎŎǊŀǇŜǊΥ LŘŜŀ ƻŦ DŀȊǇǊƻƳ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ 
of new symbol of Saint-Petersburg, 2011
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"Lakhta/ŜƴǘǊŜάΦ {ƪȅǎŎǊŀǇŜǊΥ 
Presentation of the project by the head of Gazprom A. Miller and the former 

governor of St. Petersburg V. Matvienkoto Prime Minister D. Medvedev, 2011

Map of the visual impact of a skyscraper on the St. Petersburg 
World Heritage Site



The UNESCOWHC demanded that a Heritage Impact Assessment for Lakhta
Centre be carried out, 2011. 

An official assessment was not carried out
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The Results of a Heritage 
Impact Assessment by 

ICOMOS SPb, 2013

Discussion and Resolutions by CIVVIH. Budapest, 2013

Letter to the Governor of St. Petersburg 
G. Poltavchenkoabout the results of the 
Assessment



EleonoraMitrofanova: UNESCO 
supports LakhtaCentre, 

2011-2015



Skyscraper "Lakhta/ŜƴǘǊŜά 
November 2017



Skyscraper "Lakhta/ŜƴǘǊŜά ŀƴŘ 
Bronze Horseman

March 2018



Skyscraper "Lakhta/ŜƴǘǊŜάΦ

Assemble of Old Saint Petersburg Stock Exchange 
and Rostral Columns in 2014 (right), 2017 and 2018



No comments

Cartoonist Victor Bogorad, 2008



άwŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜά IƻǘŜƭΣ нллп

The former residential building (PochtamtskayaStreet, 4) was reconstructed for the hotel in 2004. A high glass 
superstructure was erected illegally. It spoiled many city views and panoramas, but nobody was punished for that.



άaƻƴǘ .ƭŀƴŎέΣ нлло-2008

The residential and businesscomplex
"Mont Blanc" (Bolshoy Sampsonievsky
Prospect,4) wasbuilt in 2003-2008. and
significantly distorted the protected
panoramasof the Main CitySpace.



Stockmann-NevskyCenter
shopping complex

Vosstaniya Square, 2008-2010

"Stockmann-NevskyCenter"shoppingcentershapesthe imageof one of the
central squaresof the city in which the Moscow railway station is located.
Thisis one of the main "gates"to St. Petersburg. Thenew complexwasbuilt
on the site of demolished historic buildings. Their facades were
reconstructed,but a multi-storyattic
waserectedabovethe building. The
panoramaof the squarewasdistorted.



ϦDŀȊǇǊƻƳ ŜȄǇƻǊǘά 
office building , 

2005-2008

Thebuilding wasconstructedas a hotel, but wassubsequentlypurchased
by GazpromExport. Thefacadesaredesignedin the styleof Italianpalazzo.
The building does not match the scale of the square and the nearby
masterpieceof CarloRossi,the AlexandrinskyTheater. Becauseof its rich
sculpturaldecor,the newbuildinglookslike a competitorandparodyof it.



Two distorted perspectives: 
ShpalernayaStreet and 

BolshoyProspektof 
VasilievskyIsland

The first one was blocked by a
multi-storey residential building
(Bolsheokhtinsky Prospekt, 9,
2005-2010), the secondone was
blocked by oblique pillars of the
bridge of the new highway(2014-
2015).



The new bridges, stadium and skyscraper (2006-2017) 

The new bridges distorted the view of the Gulf of Finland from the special 
historic site - the Spit ("arrow") of YelaginIsland. The negative urban effect 

is aggravated by the stadium and skyscraper of Gazprom.

2017
2006



ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊŀŘŜ vǳŀǊǘŜǊέΣ нллс-2014 

The buildings of the
residential complex
significantly exceed the
scaleof the surrounding
historical buildings. One
of them blocks the axis
of Potyomkinskaya
Street, άƻǾŜǊƘŀƴƎƛƴƎϦ
over the centralbuilding
of the historic ensemble
of the Preobrazhensky
Regimentbarracks.



ζJudicial quarterηproject, 
2014

After the complexof a scientificinstitute (1958-1990) wasdemolishedin 2012at
this very important site, a large residentialcomplex,"Embankmentof Europe",
wasdesigned. Then,in 2014, it wasdecidedto erect a group of buildingsof the
SupremeCourtof the RussianFederationthere. Theproject wasdesignedin the
"Stalinistneoclassicism"style. At the presenttime the project issuspended.



SummerGardens 
of Peter the Great,

2009-2012 (reconstruction)

Asa resultof the reconstructionof the 2009-2012, the SummerGardens
suffereda radicalrenovation. Anattempt to restoreit asof the epochof
Peter the Great led to an almost complete lossof authenticity and an
eclecticmixture of different time periods. Geniusloci wasexpelled,and
the gardenturned into a fake"Disneyland".

Summer Garden before reconstruction (top)



OkhtaPeninsula: the site of the then 
Swedish fortress Nienschanz, 

1992-2010 (archaeological 
excavations)

Initially, this site was intended
for the construction of a
skyscraperof Gazprom. In the
course of the archaeological
excavations,the remainsof the
fortresses of the XIII-XVII
centuries were found.
Accordingto the opinion of St.
Petersburg experts, an
archaeologicalmuseumshould
be createdhere; in addition to
that, the territory is of great
value as a historic landscape.
However, the land belongs to
Gazprom,that does not want
to abandon plans for its
development.



540-034a MoskovskayaRoad 
(Highway). 

ϦLƳǇŜǊƛŀƭά ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ Σ
2007-2014

"Imperial", a multi-storeyresidential complex , does not in the slightest degree 
comply with the scale of the surrounding buildings. It morally destroyed 
nearby neoclassic buildings and the ensemble of the NovodevichyConvent.


